
A letter and Report from the Rideau Lakes Public Library Board:

As the year 2020 grinds down to a conclusion  we know there are many in our 
community beset by pandemic worries, loneliness and that free-floating anxiety that 
wraps everything up in in a bow of misery. Although we know it is getting better and we 
are thankful for the a wide network of support in out community to help those feeling 
overwhelmed - and among the helpers are our Librarians. 

Of course we don’t pretend Librarians are front line workers, but consider this:

—There is a child in our community getting assessed for speech therapy because the 
family could get a mobile wifi smartspot on loan complete with band width that 
allowed the family to hold a long distance session with a speech therapist.  It wouldn’t 
have happened without a librarian.  Rideau Lakes Public Library has 10 mobile 
smartspots for lending in the community in an innovative program that’s allowing 
students to do research on school projects when their family doesn’t have access to the 
internet. It is already a fast fix for some spots of loneliness. The mobile smartspots are 
easy to operate but cutting edge access in time of need.

—Librarians have carried out phone checks with the vulnerable in our community. They 
have taken mental health training which is beneficial to themselves and others.

—A curb side pickup for reading materials and DVDs allows folks to pick up time-
sanitized items. This has been a raging success with a steady troop 
of cardholders picking up their request in stapled, recycled 
paper bags. 
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—Our ground breaking move to  drop library fines is paying dividends in these 
days of tight money and lost jobs or with slimmed down incomes. It is the small 
things that keep people coming back. Many of you saw our Vicki Stevenson with 
the chief librarian from the Toronto Library Board talking about that very issue on 
TVO. Thanks to her out rural library system is getting notice and acclaim.

—Back in the good old days when we could gather in groups for learning , reading 
or watching our outreach to children was a roaring success and was punctuated 
every week by stamp of pre-school feet coming through the door.   These days not 
so much the sound of tiny tots in the library but it’s on computers from South 
Elmsley to Morton. Our virtual Play, Learn and Storytime with Laura Lee has been a 
virtual godsend for housebound families with children.  We are uncertain who 
enjoys the on-line fun more…..the little ones or their parents who get some 
respite from young demands.

What else is happening in and around your Library?  How about the new branch 
in northern regions of Rideau Lakes Township.  A new centre for the library is 
taking shape in the hall and public works building, previously housing the OPP, 
just north of Golf Club Road. Thanks to the Township what will take place on 
that site is a community centre that will be second to none in our area.   We are 
proud to be part of those plans and all we can say is stay tuned for what will unfold in 
the weeks and months head.

We hope next year will be better for all.




