
 

 

 

 

 

 

Together Apart: Sharing the magic of reading stories online 

 

Reading to someone remotely while we’re separated from each other  

This is a guide to read to someone remotely while we’re separated from each other (during this 

‘isolation’ …or at any other time …or for any other reason once things are back to ‘normal’) 

Did you (parents or grandparents or other adults) know that you can read to a favourite young 

person (child or grandchild or another person 

of any age)? 

And that you don’t have to be in the same 

room, or in the same house, or in the same 

province or even in the same country? 

And it’s free! 

If this sounds like something you’d like to learn 

to do, please read our step-by-step instructions 

to get started.   

(But some of you will be able to navigate faster depending upon your computer ‘literacy’ level… 

just remember what we all learned in driving school – “practise makes perfect”… “start slow 

and it will go”.) 

 

How to Read online library books to a child who is at a different home than yourself? 

 

Firstly, you’ll each need to have a working computer and a steady internet connection …  

You’ll be using Zoom, a videoconference tool, to see and talk to each other and Overdrive, the 

eBook collection available for free with your Rideau Lakes Public Library card, to share picture 

books or chapter books on your screen.  



(It would be nice for each person to have their own ‘web camera’ and microphone – so they can 

see one another while reading … and most laptops and tablets already have these built-into 

them.  But you can still screen share and read to someone without a camera or microphone 

using the phone – but that’s just not as nice.) 

 

1. STARTING TO USE ZOOM 

The person ‘hosting’ (host) and who will be doing the reading to the other person will need to 

download the Zoom https://zoom.us/ application (app) onto its own computer and sign up for 

free to get an account. 

Their account will allow them to schedule a ‘meeting’ for a specific time, and then they can use 

their email to ‘invite’ the other person (listening to the reading while seeing the book on their 

computer screen) to ‘attend’ this meeting at this specific time.  Meetings can either be right 

now, or later. 

 

https://zoom.us/


The host schedules their meeting by making choices and clicking on Zoom’s  “Host a Meeting” 

tab.  We recommend you turn on the host and participant video option.  If you or your invitee 

doesn’t have a microphone in your computer and you 

need to use a phone, be sure to add in Canada as a 

country (along with U.S., the default phone option). You 

can also click “join before host” or “enable waiting room” 

on or off. 

 

Once the host has made their choices, they then can click 

“Start Meeting” … which will take you to ‘Launching’ where it will ask you to click “Open Zoom 

Meetings”… and this will open up your Zoom meeting screen, and you’ll see your own video. 

Congratulations on getting Zoom up and going! 

 

2. LEAVE ZOOM AND GO TO RLPL’s LIBRARY SITE  

Now you need to toggle out of this Zoom screen, and go back to your browser screen.  On this 

screen you should search for or type in www.rlpl.ca and open it …which will take you to our 

Library site https://rideaulakeslibrary.ca/ (same website). 

 

 

http://www.rlpl.ca/
https://rideaulakeslibrary.ca/


On the library home page on the right hand side click on “eCollections” …which will bring you to 

a page which has several different ‘digital collections’ images.  Click on “Overdrive Libby” to get 

into https://odmc.overdrive.com/   

 

3. IN OVERDRIVE 

If you don’t have an Overdrive account yet, you can sign up for free – you will need to enter 

your RLPL library card # and PIN.  Contact your friendly librarian at info@rlpl.ca if you need 

access to these numbers or your membership needs to be renewed (every 2 years to be an 

active account).   Once you have an account, then sign-in to access online books.   

In the upper left corner, you can filter book types by ‘subject’ or ‘collections’ …. Or if you want 

either ‘Kids’ or ‘Teens’ you can click on these to go to one of those directly. You can also filter 

by “Available Now” so you don’t have to wait or put a hold on a title.  Clicking on Read-Alongs 

or searching subjects Juvenile Picture Fiction gives you hundreds of books to choose from. 
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In our example, we clicked ‘Kids’… then scrolled down to “Read-Alongs” (which means there is a 

narrator reading aloud) and we clicked on the cover “A Paddling of Ducks”.  It asks if you want 

to borrow it… and gives you a choice of either 7 days or 14 days… click on one of these.  (Before 

borrowing you can look at a “Sample”… and you can also see some information on the right 

side such as subjects, languages, reading level, text difficulty, etc 

 

 

Once you have selected your book, then you will see choices: download this book …OR “Read 

now in browser” – we chose ‘Read Now’ … which takes you to the book cover.   But don’t click 

“Start Narration” yet.  

 



4. GO BACK TO ZOOM – ALMOST THERE – (This seems long, but it will get much faster with 

practise.) 

Now you can toggle back to the Zoom screen tab you left earlier to find Overdrive. 

At the bottom of this video screen showing your image, if you move your cursor down, you’ll 

see a black horizontal bar, a dashboard, with different options… click on “Manage Participants” 

and a white section will appear on the right side of the screen, and it will have your name at the 

top as “host”. 

At the bottom of this white section, you’ll see more options… including “Invite”… and when you 

click on that, it will bring up a smaller screen to let you choose which of your email options to 

click on to send the invitation to your listener(s).   

Click on the email you normally use… and it will bring up your normal email message form… 

which will have all of the information needed to send to your listener… and its subject is already 

“Please join Zoom meeting in progress”.  So all you need to do is to write-in their email address 

and send this invitation to them like any ordinary email you send. 

After they receive your invitation, they will click on its web link, and it will take them to another 

screen “Launching” where it will ask them to click “Open Zoom Meetings”… and this will open 

up their Zoom meeting screen. 

Then you as host must “Admit” them to your meeting… and then you’ll see their video and also 

yours.  

At the bottom of your video screen, if you again move your cursor down, you’ll see the 

dashboard again with different options… click on “Share Screen”  and you’ll see several 

different ‘windows’ which you could click on to share with your listener.  Choose the one which 

contains your browser on your desktop and click on it. 

Then choose the browser tab which contains the Overdrive eBook you have chosen to share… it 

should appear on your screen and on your listener’s screen… (the cover of “A Paddling of 

Ducks”). 

In your browser, ask your listener what they can see on their screen… ask if they can hear you, 

and ask them to wave at you.  (If they’re having trouble, help them by asking them to do their 

audio and video systems check… and you may need to make changes on your screen using the 

bottom black bar menus.) 

After you can each see and hear each other, and see the book cover, you can click on “Start 

Narration”… and the audio will read the title, etc..  Let it read for a page, and then click on 

“Pause Narration”.  Again ask your listener what they can see on their screen… and ask if they 

can hear the narrator? 



If things are OK on both ends, then you can “Start Narration” again… and it will both highlight 

each of the words it is reading, and it will turn the pages automatically for you both. 

If you click on the upper right menu, you can change things like the speed, the screen 

background, etc.. 

You may wish to “Pause Narration” and discuss one of the pages or pictures with your listener – 

you can do this at any time… and then restart until your next pause… and so on until the end of 

your book.   You can also skip the Narrator altogether and read and share at your own pace. 

At the end, you can discuss the book with your listener… or you can say goodbye. 

Then on your own screen you can close the tab with 

that book… which will take you back to the 

Overdrive screen where you chose “Read Now”… 

and you can close that… or if your listener is still 

with you on Zoom, you can decide together if you 

want to choose another book to read together! 

 

 

 

 

Happy Reading everyone!! 

Questions or need help?  Contact Vicki at info@rlpl.ca  
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