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Play, Learn and Storytime Ideas 

Rideau Lakes Public Library would like to provide you with a list of ideas to 

do at home with your children during the COVID-19 pandemic. We hope 

this is helpful. 

Spend time outside daily together 

Spending time outdoors is beneficial for your child’s health, well-being and 

learning as well as the adults. Enjoy local trails and visit conservation areas.  

Watch this short video with your children to see what outdoors has to offer 

and why:  http://www.healthyllg.org/outdoor_recreation.html 

Visit these sites to find awesome trails and parks in our Leeds & 

Grenville County: 

https://ontarionaturetrails.com/region/leeds-grenville-united-counties/ 

https://discover.leedsgrenville.com/en/see-do/parks-and-conservation-

areas.aspx 

Collect nature items to bring home to use with glue, play dough, 

plasticine or play clay. 

https://tinkerlab.com/no-cook-play-dough/ 

Go on a scavenger hunt on a trail, conservation area or your own yard. 

https://buggyandbuddy.com/30-free-printable-scavenger-hunts-for-kids/ 

I Spy games are always a hit. Here are free printable:  

https://www.andnextcomesl.com/p/i-spy-printables.html 

Create with recycled items and loose parts 

Check out this site for ideas: https://www.fantasticfunandlearning.com/art-

loose-parts-play.html 
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For tips, tricks, activities and virtual story times visit these sites: 

https://pbskids.org/outdoors/ 

https://www.janbrett.com/ 

https://www.timeout.com/new-york-kids/news/virtual-storytimes-for-kids-

authors-and-venues-go-online-amid-coronavirus-031620 

https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html 

https://www.readingrockets.org/books 

Act out story books such as Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen, The 

Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson and Brown Bear, Brown Bear by Eric Carle or 

some of your favourites. 

Read Alouds  

Enjoy read-alouds on your electronic devices preferably a laptop for your 

young child. Type into the search bar your author choice and the words 

read aloud such as Denise Fleming Read-Alouds. Here are a few to start… 

Mark Pett Book - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=chqfW6ufXIk 

Michaela Muntean book- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nbI5-L3shis 

Mo Williems book- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRNvxgXtSIw 

Julia Donaldson Gruffalo books- https://www.gruffalo.com/world-

of/books/gruffalo-books 

Read-Alouds with your Rideau Lakes Public Library card! 
 

Overdrive/ Libby https://odmc.overdrive.com/library/kids/collection/101627 
 

Hoopla: https://www.hoopladigital.com/search?page=1&q=read+alongs&s

cope=everything&type=direct 
 

(Contact the library info@library.ca if you have trouble accessing these 

eCollections: we're here to help!) 
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Promote creativity and innovation with art and craft activities. Try 

these sites: 

https://www.allfreekidscrafts.com/Recycled-Kids-Crafts/22-Kids-Activities-

and-Easy-Kids-Crafts-from-Household-Items#1SxmiJmhD2BGGHZ2.32 

https://babbledabbledo.com/12-easy-art-ideas-for-kids/ 

https://happyhooligans.ca/20-science-activities-toddlers-preschoolers/ 

https://www.onegoodthingbyjillee.com/turn-everyday-household-items-

into-fun-crafts-for-kids/ 

Gardening with kids 

https://www.fantasticfunandlearning.com/kids-science-in-the-garden.html 

Set up a puzzle and/or game board area  

 

Lego Build  

Promote creativity by having a location in your home that the Lego can stay 

out to allow ongoing builds to happen. Here is a site for ideas: 

https://www.diys.com/lego-organizer/ 

Experience museums from around the world virtually in the comfort of 

your own home. 

  

https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-

galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours 

 

https://lifehacker.com/you-can-virtually-tour-these-500-museums-and-

galleries-1842343589 

 

How to wash your hands like a surgeon podcasted on CBC news. Please 

click on this link:  https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/1711355971548 
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